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The Backyard Blacksmith shows you how -- with some patience and a working knowledge of
metals, basic tools, and techniques -- blacksmithing can be easy to learn, and a rewarding hobby.
Through instructions and illustrations, readers will learn to make simple tools and useful items, such
as nails, hinges, and handles, and also an interesting mix of artful projects, such letter openers,
door knockers and botanical ornaments. Written by an expert in blacksmith and metal artist, this
book provides readers with a basic understanding of blacksmithing, including an explanation of tools
like an anvil, an anvil stand, hammers, and tongs. Heating techniques like coal forging and fire
tending are explained in detail, along with different types of metal like wrought iron, cast iron, and
steel. The Backyard Blacksmith walks readers through step-by-step, illustrated projects including
hooks, door and gate pulls, wall-mounted hooks, knockers, racks, and more. These expert
blacksmithing lessons come to life with full-color photography to illustrate the steps and provide a
better understanding of the text. With this book, beginning blacksmiths can learn to turn metal from
its raw shape into something useful and beautiful to behold.
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Although I am very familiar with working with Metal, and many other forms of crafting, I knew little of
Blacksmithing. I have always been interested in Blacksmiths since I was a child, but knew nothing of
their background, history, and the tricks of the trade so to say that they used to form beautiful and
more importantly, useful items that they created.I recently had the opportunity to work in a
blacksmith shop, but I had to do so alone, as the former blacksmith had moved on. Hence I
purchased several books to learn of their ways.I was very interested in this book for one just

because it was written by a female blacksmith, something I found to be unheard of, as I never in my
life saw a female blacksmith working any forge I ever encountered. I felt that I had to have this book
over all others as it would give me not just knowledge of blacksmithing, but a woman's point of view
on it, which I felt could be very enlightening.I could not have been more correct. This is so far the
best book I have purchased on blacksmithing, and I have purchased 8 here through . This book is
very well written, depicted, laid out, and explained. I loved the mixture of some of the history, and
more so the insight of the craft. For example a simple account of how you will keep getting burned, I
laughed over for some time, and yes, so far, I have gotten burned twice. Yea, I'm a newbie, read the
book, you will laugh and only then really understand this statement. Also how the Blacksmith bug
will bite you and you know it has if scraps of iron start to almost call out to you, grabbing your full
attention since as you look at it, you depict in your mind all the things you could make that piece
into.
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