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This could have been a great book except for one thing. Obviously the publishers did not care
enough when updating this book to update or even take the time to use quality photo's in their book.
I would like to see what is going on in the book but most of the photo's are so awful you can only
see shades of grey and black. To let all this effort by Loveless go to waste is a shame!Save your
money and buy an older version, one that hopefully has clear and quality photo's so you will know
what R.W.Loveless is building or what step he is using.The book itself is a great instructional tool.
However you just can't get all that Loveless has to offer in this new version because you can not
make out many of the photo's.

The photo's was so bad that I am sending this book back to . What a rip-off, I got this book without
thinking...it did not help me in any way, it is not for the beginner, it has no value for the novice knife
maker out there.

I have to agree with the other reviews of this book that it is a total classic, and an excellent
primer/guide to the craft of knifemaking. I don't have anything to add on that score. There were just
a couple of things I was surprised at when I saw it in hard copy - firstly, that it was first printed in
1977. This dates it a bit, although obviously it all still stands (Loveless' stock removal method and
Moran's forging still being better than first class). Secondly, the "explicit and detailed photographs"
(from the preface) are mared by poor reproduction. It looks like Krause Publications have simply
photocopied the original. For example, a picture on page 50 captioned "Now it looks right" is
indecipherable. For the most part this is not a problem, however. It is well to be aware of these
issues. However, it remains a text book from masters of the art.

What a shame to use such great smiths with wonderful experience and ideas while using black and
white film in lowly lit smithies.Naturally everything in a smith is black or dark grey so lighting and
flashes should be used. I could not see most pictures do to this and the author depended heavily on
many pictures to help explain techniques and secrets that would be very helpful.Caution:Eye strain
ahead!

I am a do-it-yourselfer and like to read books and then attempt to do the things described. I have
had a lot of success with this.This book is not for people like me. If you want an interesting history of
knifemaking or a who's -who of knifemaking, read this book. If faithfully describes tools and
techniques that are very unlikely to be used successfully by the novice. The final insults are the lack
of updating and the poor quality of the illustrations.There are better texts out there for the serious
knifemaker. For the novice, this book is next to useless. Its niche seems to be for the history buff.

I was not impressed at all with this book. Appears to be written in 1977. I'm sure that a lot of the
information is outdated and the pictures are horrible. They are black and white and very dark. The
text seems to skip over topics very briefly. Better, more relevant information can be found on
internet for free.

There is a lot of good info in the book if you could see the illustrations well enough to know what's
going on. The book needs updating badly as far as I am concerned. Much of the photography was
so dark you could tell very little about what was being shown in the picture. And did I miss the part
about subhilt fighters Loveless is famous for. I was disappointed in the book overall. I wish I'd gotten

a copy like the ones described with great photos and easy to read. Somebody owes me a new copy
!

This book was a big help in giving me ideas getting started in knife making. Book was recomended
to me by a Mastersmith out west and it was well worth the money.

Shooter's Bible Guide to Knives: A Complete Guide to Hunting Knives, Survival Knives, Folding
Knives, Skinning Knives, Sharpeners, and More Making a Modern Tactical Folder: Tips on How to
Make a Folding Knife: Learn how to make a folding knife with Allen Elishewitz. Knife making tips,
supplies ... how to make custom tactical folding knives. The Illustrated Directory of Knives, Daggers
& Bayonets: A visual encyclopedia of edged weapons from around the world, including knives,
daggers, ... and khanjars, with over 500 illustrations American Premium Guide to Knives & Razors
Including Sheath Knives: Identifications and Value Guide How to Make Knives The Best of Make:
(Make 75 Projects from the pages of MAKE) Soap Making: Essential Guide For Absolute Beginners.
20 Homemade Organic Recipes: (How To Make Soap At Home) (Aromatherapy, How To Make
Soap, How To Make Homemade Soap) Sex: Make Him Scream: Make Your Man Scream In Bed,
Simple Techniques To Make Him Love You Now And For Better Relationships Simple Knifemaking:
A Beginner's Guide To Building Knives With Basic Tools 101 Knife Designs: Practical Knives for
Daily Use Knives 2015: The World's Greatest Knife Book Field Guide To Flint Arrowheads & Knives
of the North American Indian Knifemaking: A Complete Guide to Crafting Knives, Handles &
Sheaths Knifemaking with Bob Loveless: Build Knives with a Living Legend The International Blade
Collectors Association Price Guide to Antique Knives Tactical Knives BLADE's Guide to Making
Knives Daggers and Fighting Knives of the Western World Collecting Case Knives: Identification
and Price Guide Gun Trader's Guide to Collectible Knives: A Comprehensive, Fully Illustrated
Reference with Current Market Values

