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Synopsis

This comprehensive guide takes the reader on a historical journey, providing an in-depth look at the
icons of sport, captured through their greatest collectibles. Composed by the leading experts in the
field, never before has one book covered such a variety of hobby subjects. For those interested in
building a fine collection of sports memorabilia, from baseball cards to autographs to game-used
bats, each subject is covered in great detail. Within each chapter, the best of the best has been
selected by the experts. Whether you are a hardcore collector or just an avid sports fan, this book
not only helps bring the legends of sport to life but it provides crucial tips on how to assemble a
world class collection. From Babe Ruth to Tiger Woods, from Wilt Chamberlain to Joe Namath,
every major sport is covered. This book contains hundreds of sports memorabilia images, including

many of the finest examples in the world.
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Customer Reviews

Wow - even though this book is 7-8 years old, the content still feels fresh! This book gives you some
historical perspective of cards, memorabilia and autographs and the story behind these treasures! It
also provides you with an idea of the "holy grail" of collectibles whether, cards, signed baseballs,
game used bats, autographs, etc.! If you enjoy chasing the signature of your favorite player or
collecting graded cards on a more professional scale, this book will not disappoint as it provides a
wealth of knowledge from Joe Orlando, President of PSA, who has incredible insight on these

topics! You will spend hours reading and leafing through the numerous pages of amazing



illustrations, pictures and written content!

| have a friend who is one of those people who has everything and is very hard to shop for. He
recently started buying sports collectibles off of e-bay, and | bought this for him as a birthday gift. He
loves it and has even commented to me a couple of times since his birthday how much enjoyment
and use he is getting out of it. The book is both useful for people getting into the hobby, and a nice

picture/coffee table book.

Sports card collecting as been an enduringly popular hobby since their advent in the mid-19th
century down to the present age. A 376-page compendium, "Collecting Sports Legends" author Joe
Orlando provided insightful commentaries while showcasing more than 375 sports cards, some of
them truly legendary, many of them extremely valuable, and all of them memorable ephemeria in
celebration of outstanding athletes in their chosen fields of sport. Superbly and profusely illustrated
throughout out, "Collecting Sports Legends" begins with an informative introduction, 'Ten Tips for
Building a Collection’, and '‘Cardboard Classics: A Look Inside the Top 250 Sportscards in the
Hobby’. Then this fascinating repository launches into Orlando’s ranking of the twenty most
important cards, following grouping sports cards into their own separate categories of baseball,
basketball, football, hockey, boxing, golf, and miscellaneous. The next section is 'Building a Dream:
A Look at Collecting the Top 30 complete Sets in the Hobby’ by Brian Bigelow; ‘Collecting Sports
Autographs’ by Rob Rosen; and 'The Top 100 Autographs in the Hobby’ by Steve Grad. More
informative sections by Joe Orlando follow including 'Legendary Lumber: A Look at Collecting
Game-Used Bats’; The Top 40 Game-Used Bats in the Hobby’; 'Collecting Sports Tickets’; "Top 15
Sports Tickets in the Hobby’; and "Tempting Treasures: A Look at Collecting Unopened Packs’. Of
special note is the concluding section, 'The Tope 25 Unopened Packs in the Hobby’ by Steve Hart.
Informed and informative, certain to be a popular addition to personal, professional, academic, and
community library Antique/Collectibles reference collections, "Collecting Sports Legends" is a ‘'must’
for the novice sports collector and has a great deal to offer even the more experienced and
dedicated sports collecting enthusiast. Above all else, "Collecting Sports Legends’ is a terrific

browse for anyone who has ever laid claim to a sports card collection of their own!

| had a chance to meet Joe Orlando a couple of years ago, and he was quite charismatic. His latest
tome, Collecting Sports Legends, was a great read and featured some fantastic card/player images.

Aspiring card collectors would be well-served by obtaining a copy for themselves, and they should



pay close attention to Mr. Orlando’s suggestions for a thematic collection.

This book provides an excellent overview of the sports card and memorabilia industry. Fantastic
images of the great cards in the hobby really stand out! Recommended for novices, hobby veterans,

or women who wonder why grown men are so interested in little pictures of athletes on cardboard.

SOME OF THE BEST AND GREATEST CARDS AND COLLECTIBLES THE HOBBY HAS TO
OFFER ARE SHOWN. FROM HONUS WAGNER,THE BABE, AND MANY,MANY OTHER HALL
OF FAMERS.THE BEST OF THE BEST IN EVERY MAJOR SPORT IS COVERED AND VIEWED
IN THIS WONDERFUL HOBBY GUIDE.

This is a beautiful collection of photographs and information on the most desirable cards in the
sports collecting hobby. I'll never be able to own most of these beauties, but the book is a good

substitute.
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