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All of the precise and delicate gears and levers in a clock can appear dizzying to the amateur, but
this guide, with its wonderfully detailed diagrams, can clear things up. It covers the theory behind
clock movement and design, including the particulars of escapements, pendulums, balance wheels,
and even the sheet music for popular chimes. The American striking clock, the 400-day clock, and
the alarm clock receive special attention. The in-depth information, including explanations of clock
repairing terminology and details on the tools, materials, and supplies that are needed for success,
will benefit even skilled enthusiasts.
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The work being reviewed here is the 1972 Edition. There have been two or three reprints of this
work throughout the years but about all that has changed is the cover.There are a couple of
considerations that need to be addressed in reviewing this work. First, this is a work, as stated on
the cover and in the preface, "....for the beginner." It does not take a rocket scientist to figure out
that a complete course in clock repair and building can not be covered in 124 pages, and that is 124
pages of a rather small book. Secondly, this book was first published in 1972 which makes it 37
years old at the time of this review. This is okay though due to the fact that most of the clocks
targeted in this book are well over 100 years old and the principles and techniques that worked in
1972 still work just as well today. Hey folks, we are not talking about a book here that teaches you
to change batteries in ten dollar digital watches. Good grief, throw the bloody thing away and buy a

new one (after you properly dispose of the battery of course, and not just send it to the landfill where
it will add to the poison that will haunt your great, great, great grandchildren). Once again...this book
is strictly for the beginner and concept and theory has not changed in well over 200 years, much
less in thirty. The information here is not outdated. Now that being said:I love this old book. I have
been fascinated with clocks since I was a wee one and was the bane of my father's existence as I
would dismantle every clock in the house as fast as he could replace them. The problem came in
when it was found that I was unable to put them back together. I love niggle little work, fine work,
and he use to take me to his office that he shared with my grandfather.
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