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How a doctor's glimpses of eternity confirmed everything he believed about God, suffering, life on
earth, and what happens after death. Dr. Chauncey Crandall knows his patients well. When they are
dying, he sits at the bedside with them and holds their hands. He prays with them. Sometimes he
can feel what they feel and see what they see. At other times his patients have near-death
experiences and "come back" with astonishing descriptions of the afterlife. In TOUCHING HEAVEN,
Dr. Crandall reveals how what he has seen and heard has convinced him that God is real, that we
are created for a divine purpose, that death is not the end, that we will see our departed loved ones
again, and that we are closer to the next world than we think.
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Touching Heaven by Dr. Chauncey Crandall is a very unique and thought provoking book.Touching
Heaven by Dr. Chauncey Crandall piqued my interest for many reasons. At the top of my list is that
the author is a cardiologist. Dr. Crandallâ€™s experience and background in medicine is impressive.
The book states that, â€œHe is chief of the cardiovascular transplant program at the Palm Beach
Cardiovascular Clinic in Palm Beach Gardens and is on staff at three medical centers.â€• Having
worked for fifteen years as an RN, CCRN in a Cardiac Intensive Care Unit myself, I am always
drawn to the medical story, especially acute cardiac related events. There are manydetailed stories
within the book that chronicle the resuscitation procedures given to a dying patient. I was quickly
immersed in the bedside care and high level of energy that fuels these life retrieving protocols. One

particular narrative Dr. Crandall shares, where by the defibrillator did not fire when discharged, had
me on the edge of my seat. That is a nightmare scenario for a code blue team. A close second on
my list for reading this book is the idea that Touching Heaven intersects faith with facts. The
collision of spiritual and physicalwill always make for an interesting read. I am a very logical,
formulaic, algorithm sort of gal, so when I have an opportunity to be stretched outside of my comfort
zone to a place that is intangible, I will never turn that opportunity down.Finally, I was drawn to this
book simply because the author is courageously discussing heaven within the context of his
personal experiences and observations. Given todayâ€™s culture, I feel this is a brave thing to do.
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