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There's plenty of documentation on installing and configuring the Apache web server, but where do
you find help for the day-to-day stuff, like adding common modules or fine-tuning your activity
logging? That's easy. The new edition of the Apache Cookbook offers you updated solutions to the
problems you're likely to encounter with the new versions of Apache.Written by members of the
Apache Software Foundation, and thoroughly revised for Apache versions 2.0 and 2.2, recipes in
this book range from simple tasks, such installing the server on Red Hat Linux or Windows, to more
complex tasks, such as setting up name-based virtual hosts or securing and managing your proxy
server. Altogether, you get more than 200 timesaving recipes for solving a crisis or other deadline
conundrums, with topics including:SecurityAliases, Redirecting, and RewritingCGI Scripts, the
suexec Wrapper, and other dynamic content techniquesError HandlingSSLPerformanceThis book
tackles everything from beginner problems to those faced by experienced users. For every problem
addressed in the book, you will find a worked-out solution that includes short, focused pieces of
code you can use immediately. You also get explanations of how and why the code works, so you
can adapt the problem-solving techniques to similar situations.Instead of poking around mailing lists,
online documentation, and other sources, rely on the Apache Cookbook for quick solutions when
you need them. Then you can spend your time and energy where it matters most.
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While Apache is possibly the most popular and ubiquitous open source project it is certainly not the
most simple. One module alone, mod_rewrite, causes me almost more problems and regex
wrestling matches than all other products combined. The `httpd.conf' file is a long and critical one. In
these circumstances the Apache Cookbook from O'Reilly might be a godsend. It is certainly a
well-written, well-researched volume. Ken Coar has spent many years working on Apache and Rich
Bowen has long laboured on the Apache documentation. They both know their stuff -- and if this is
an example, both know how to write.The book has twelve chapters, covering everything from
installation and adding modules through to proxies and performance. The chapter on security is the
largest, it covers the topics well. By contrast I thought the chapter `Aliases, Redirection and
Rewriting' too short and could have benefited from some more `recipes', but that may be due to my
own bias - mod_rewrite is not an easy topic, and as I've said it causes me a great deal of grief.It is
laid out in a similar way to the Perl Cookbook: each recipe has a `Problem' section followed by a
`Solution' and then `Discussion.' In almost all the `recipes' the `Discussion' is longer than the
`Solution,' and I often found it far more useful and informative than the problem and its solution.The
Apache Cookbook covers almost all aspects and all parts of the learning curve for Apache. That will
either be a strength or a weakness of this volume for you; with such a large and complex piece of
software as Apache a single book cannot hope to cover it in a great deal of depth.
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