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Many Christians today feel overwhelmed as they try to live faithfully in a culture that seems

increasingly hostile to their beliefs. Politics, marriage, sexuality, religious freedom--with an

ever-growing list of contentious issues, believers find it harder than ever to hold on to their

convictions while treating their friends, neighbors, coworkers, and even family members who

disagree with respect and compassion. This isn't just a problem that affects individual Christians; if

left unaddressed, the growing gap between the faithful and society's tolerance for public faith will

have lasting consequences for the church in America.Now the bestselling authors of unChristian

turn their data-driven insights toward the thorny question of how Christians talk with people they

know and love about the most toxic issues of our day. They help today's disciples understand what

they believe and why, and how to keep believing it without being judgmental and defensive.

Readers will discover the most significant trends that offer both obstacles and opportunities to God's

people, and how not only to challenge culture but to create and renew it for the common good.

Perhaps most importantly, David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons invite fellow Christians to understand

the heart behind opposing views and show them how to be loving, life-giving friends despite

profound differences. This will be the go-to book for young adult and older believers who don't want

to hide from culture but to engage and restore it.
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I recently testified before a state legislative committee in favor of two religious freedom bills.

Twenty-five years ago, support for religious freedom was widespread. A nearly unanimous



Congress passed the federal Religious Freedom Act, for example, and a Democratic president

signed it into law. Today, any religious freedom bill, whether at the state or federal level, is sure to

spark heated opposition because opponents argue that religious freedom is simply a mask for

discrimination against the LGBT community. That shift of thinking is both tectonic and, to Christians

like me, worrisome.Something else concerns me too, though. After the first hearing, a woman from

the LGBT community approached the huddle of lawyers I was talking to, politely interrupted us, and

made the following statement: â€œI need to tell you gentlemen something,â€• she said. â€œIf you

had lived the life I have lived, you wouldnâ€™t think the way you do.â€• Then she walked away.

None of us knew how to respond, or whether she wanted us to respond, so we said nothing. Even

deeper than my worry about tectonic shifts in legal norms is my worry that the Church is missing the

opportunity to share Christâ€™s good news with people whose experience is so contraryâ€”alien,

evenâ€”to our own. I confess that I missed a chance that day.Jesus Christ commissioned His

followers to â€œmake disciples of all nationsâ€• (Matthew 28:19). While we might prefer to carry out

the Great Commission in a society that provides robust protections to our religious freedom, the fact

of the matter is that we are under the Lordâ€™s orders whether or not the law protects us or our

society approves of us. And letâ€™s be honest, a large chunk of American society is moving in a

direction that is not favorable to Christian faith and practice.

David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons have authored GOOD FAITH: Being a Christian when society thinks

youâ€™re irrelevant and extreme, because they believe that American culture is becoming hostile to

people of faith. There is a tendency for people to think that Christianity is out of step with the times.

After conducting surveys with thousands of people they offer practical suggestions as to how to

relate to people with different convictions from your own.They compare the popular morality of

self-fulfillment with the Christian belief in self-denial and the consequences for marriage and

parenting where self-sacrifice and service are required. They present a model for how Christians

can think and act when engaging the culture.1. When we discover something that we consider

wrong we should have the courage to confront it without being judgmental.2. When there is

confusion about key issues in our society we ought to bring clarity to a situation and then compel

others to act.3. When we find something that is good we should celebrate and cultivate it.4. When

we identify something that is missing we should be creative and be catalysts for a new and better

way.There is a good section on true tolerance which is defined as the ability to acknowledge and

permit other peopleâ€™s views. This is sometimes called principled pluralism. They call out what is

called â€œfake toleranceâ€• which is defined as â€œWe will tolerate you as long as your opinion falls



within the range of what we deem acceptable.â€• Divergence from this and you are a bigot! This kind

of attitude means that you donâ€™t want to be around anyone who disagrees with you, and you

donâ€™t want to allow them the freedom to disagree with you. Freedom of speech has become an

issue today.
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